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efore there was a niche fra-
grance market, there was
L’Artisan Parfumeur. When
French chemist and bota-
nist Jean Laporte debuted
a banana scent in 1976, the exercise in
casual alchemy caught the attention of
Paris’s Folies Bergere cabaret set. Mire
et Musc—the very first fragrance to use
blackberries—put him on the map two
years later, and made his haute-bohemian
headquarters the epicenter of Europe’s
burgeoning underground perfume scene.

This month, L’ Artisan celebrates its for-
tieth anniversary by returning to its arti-
sanal roots with a new store, a new look,
and one very convincing new {ragrance.
Located at 167 Boulevard Saint-Germain
in Paris, the 200-square-foot boutique was
inspired by Laporte’s original horticultural
flagship and features a miniature indoor
garden curated by French landscape de-
signer Mathieu Gontier. (A similar motif
will be installed at select Bloomingdale’s
locations Stateside in June.)

As for the 38 scents in L’Artisan’s
catalog—including 1994’s iconic Premier
Figuier, which introduced the world to fig
notes—they have gone unchanged, save
for an update to their original heptago-
nal flacons with weighty
caps, which have been
treated to a smoked-glass
makeover. It’s a testament
to the timelessness of the
brand’s commitment to nu-
anced raw materials, which
inspired perfumer Fabrice
Pellegrin’s Bucoliques de
Provence, the first fragrance
in L’Artisan’s limited-
| edition series that will

) . honor a different region
LArtisan Parfumeur of France every ycar.gThe
celebrates four earthy floral plows the area’s abundant lav-

decades of fragrance ender fields by way of Grasse’s leather mar-

. . . ket for an unexpected bite that is poised to
trailblazing with a fresh attract a whole new generation of perfume

look—an anewscent. radicals—GRACETIMOTHY HEALTH>160

b(%l SPIRIT

&

154 VOGUE MAY 2016 FOR BEAUTY NEWS AND
L FEATURES, GO TO VOGUE.COM



